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Luke 21:25-36 Sermon 

 

Last week I said I was going to move away from the Old Testament readings assigned 
in the Narrative Lectionary early and jump into the Revised Common Lectionary for the 
Advent/Christmas season. My reason for moving is because truth be told, I get kinda 
tired of the way God is depicted in the Old Testament. Because I don’t think the way 
we interpret the stories or how we understand God in those Old Testament stories is 
accurate. See, in most of those stories the Children of Israel were being punished for. 
something they did or didn’t do. Which I guess is okay except the punishments were 
always extreme and usually meant a lot of folks got killed.  
 
No, I’m not a big fan of the Old Testament God… or at least the way we’ve defined 
him. But that’s not the New Testament God. The New Testament God is all about love. 
That’s the God that Jesus talked about. That’s the God I believe in. That’s the God I 
want to serve. So, I’m pretty anxious to get to Jesus. And we’re going to start today, 
this first day of advent. No more stories about the destruction of the world or the people 
in it. Today we start this Advent season with a story of hope. Are you ready?  
 
[Pray with me.]  
 

“It will seem like all hell has broken loose—sun, moon, stars, earth, sea, in 
an uproar and everyone all over the world in a panic, the wind knocked out 
of them by the threat of doom, the powers-that-be quaking.  

 
That’s the way the Message interpretation of the bible presents that 25th verse in our 
text. It’s Jesus talking to his disciples. He’s approaching the end of his life here on 
earth and he knows it. He’s been in and around Jerusalem for a minute and teaching 
his nuanced version of their faith at the Temple. And folks were starting to listen. His 
message was a bit subversive – or at least it was interpreted that way by the powers 
that be – and it was clear they didn’t like it. Who would? How would you like it if you 
have dedicated your life to something… put all you have into it only to have someone 
come up to you and say you got it all wrong? Even if what they say makes sense you’ll 
be upset. ESPECIALLY if what they say is true. Hardly anybody wants to be told they 
are wrong. Nobody wants to be shown it. Jesus was showing them all the time. And 
no… they didn’t like it. So, he knew he was walking on shaky ground. He knew he was 
subject to arrest. He knew he could be sentenced to death. He knew his time was 
nearing an end.  
 
So, they were standing around in front of the temple when some of his followers 
started admiring the glamor of the place. Started complimenting how extravagant it 
was. How ornate. How beautiful. Compliments spoken with love and respect and a bit 
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of pride. And who wouldn’t be proud? According to the specs recorded in history it 
really was a magnificently beautiful edifice. But Jesus was like, “Pbssssh! Pretty soon 
all of this is going to fall! Won’t be one stone left on top of the other.” The disciples 
were like, “WHAAAAT?” I mean they probably expected him to agree and say 
something about the majesty of God being reflected in his house… or something deep 
like that. But instead, Jesus was… well… dismissive. That had to make them pause. 
Made them think. Because what Jesus was saying was very similar to what the 
prophets of old used to say about Israel. Was Israel once again about to be destroyed? 
Were they once again about to go through? “When? When is it going to happen?” the 
disciples asked.  
 
“Oh, you’re going to know.” That’s what Jesus told them. “You will clearly see it 
happening.” Because some terrible things are coming. Not in some distant future. This 
is all going to happen in your lifetime. You will see travesty in the world. Somebody 
said, “wars and rumors of wars.” Nation against nation. Folks will be finding all kinds of 
reasons to hate each other. Fear will be weaponized and used to keep people apart 
from each other. Even religion will be weaponized. Folks are going to find a way to use 
their faith as an excuse to commit all manner of atrocities. It’s going to be a mess. 
Jesus said, “Even my word will be perverted and used to hurt and hold back rather 
than to heal and liberate.” And unfortunately, there are going to be a lot of people 
dying. It is not going to be pretty by any stretch of the imagination.  
 
And it won’t just be the stuff we do to each other. Nature is going to be messing things 
up too. Earthquakes and pestilence. Floods and fires. Storms growing with increasing 
intensity and popping up in places that never used to have those kinds of storms or 
weather events that strong. People going hungry and all kinds of horrible things will be 
happening in several places around the world. It’s going to be a mess!  
 

“It will seem like all hell has broken loose—sun, moon, stars, earth, sea, in 
an uproar and everyone all over the world in a panic, the wind knocked out 
of them by the threat of doom, the powers-that-be quaking.  

 
Before I go any further some of you may be wondering what I’m doing here. I mean I 
started this message today saying I wanted to get into the New Testament and Jesus 
because I was tired of talking about all the destruction of the world and devastation of 
the people we see in the Old Testament. And then I decide to use this lectionary 
assigned first day of Advent text from the New Testament that talks about the 
destruction of the world and devastation of the people. And I have the nerve to present 
this text as a message of hope. Where is the hope in being part of the end of the 
world? Where is the hope in watching my world be destroyed? Where is the hope in 
watching my people suffer? Where is the hope in all this devastation? Where is the 
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hope? This story, like many other stories in scripture, could have been ripped right out 
of today’s headlines.  
 
Because of our faith we identify with the Children of Israel in scripture. We ARE the 
Children of Israel in scripture so what happens to them is what happens to us. Fires in 
California. Earthquakes in Alaska. Hurricanes in the gulf coast and the Pacific. 
Mudslides. Tsunamis. Volcano eruptions. People going hungry all over the world. Even 
here in filthy rich Connecticut. And I’m not talking about the people who hang out in 
places like our New Haven green. The social services agencies and churches in most 
cities do a very good job of feeding the known homeless and poor.  
 
I think Jesus was keeping it real with his followers. See, as you know, the work of the 
church is to prepare for the coming Kingdom of God. We are to be God’s 
representatives on the earth until that day comes. Now I know that’s oversimplifying 
the work of the church but for the sake of this sermon let’s say it really comes down to 
us waiting for the coming of a new way of being. Because when that day comes things 
will change significantly. We will no longer have to struggle to exist. No longer any 
selfish people hoarding resources so that everyone has enough. No more caravans of 
refugees leaving their homes because there will be no crime or poverty anymore. And 
anyone who wants to leave is welcome wherever they go. Doesn’t that sound like a 
place you want to live? And to think, that’s what we have in store for us. That’s what 
the covenant is all about. That’s the promise of God. Or the gist of it, anyway. So, 
when we say we are believers then what we are saying is that we believe the covenant 
was made and that we are covered by it.  
 
The problem is the world as it is. Right now. The problem is all the mess that’s 
happening right now. I know I talk about this a lot, but things are a mess out there in 
the world. I don’t have to tell you. You see it too. I could pull out my phone right now, 
pull up the internet and in seconds I could find 5 or 6 stories of something devastating 
going on in the world. Someplace somebody is going through a tremendous amount of 
pain. Someplace somebody is hungry. Not just from missing a meal but because their 
fields are no longer useful. Their livestock has been taken from them. Some of them no 
longer have a place to call home. This world is a mess. And like I suggested last week, 
we who claim to be believers are often part of the problem, but I don’t want to get into 
that today. This is a message about hope.  
 
Yes, it seems like the world is on its way to self-destruction. It may seem like all is lost. 
And it seems like things are getting worse. It seems like the destruction and 
devastation is getting stronger. Like more and more places are getting hit. Like the 
storms are getting bigger. The devastation broader. And that can lead us to despair. 
We call on God to change things, but it seems they never really change. We may get 
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delivered from one thing, but we still suffer. And that leaves us depressed. Makes it 
hard for us to keep doing the work we’re called to do. Makes I hard for us to keep 
caring.  
 
But that’s who we are. We are the people who care. We are the people who support 
those in need. We are the people who stand up for the rights of those who have them 
threatened. We are the ones who speak out against unjust rules. It’s us… the church. 
Us. We are the people… who love.  
 
Jesus was keeping it real. Yes, all this horrible stuff is going on. But instead of getting 
you depressed you should gain hope from it. Because it’s a sign. When we see the 
horrible things and see them getting worse, it’s a sign that our faith is about to be 
justified. It’s a sign that relief is soon come. That’s what keeps us going. That’s our 
hope. We must remember that Jesus is talking to his disciples knowing they are about 
to witness the man they have been following, the man they have been listening to, the 
man upon whom they have placed their trust… they are about to witness him be 
arrested, unjustly accused and executed. And they themselves will be hunted. Jesus 
knew this and had to prepare them for what was coming. “See it as a sign,” he said. 
“See it as proof that the Kingdom of God is at hand.” And with that knowledge they 
could continue to fight the good fight. They could continue to show the world the way of 
Jesus… the way of love.  
 
And now for us… over 2000 years later. Jesus has already been killed and 
resurrected. And we await his second coming. But while we wait, we are going to go 
through. While we wait, we are going to witness all manner of evil. While we wait, we 
have a very real risk of losing our hope. But Jesus is telling us not to give up. Because 
that brighter day is coming. Sooner than we think.  
 
I want to close with this. I don’t think Jesus was just talking to us about a future victory 
over evil. I think we’re already winning. I know it’s hard to see sometimes with all the 
horrible stuff going on. I know it’s hard to believe it. But we are winning. Justice is 
prevailing. Love is taking the day. I had a professor who said if we really look at it, 
every progressive idea that has ever been presented eventually comes to be. Every 
idea that would lead to some segment of our beloved community feeling safe and 
accepted and loved… eventually happens. It may take years… years of blood sweat 
and tears. But it always comes to be. Even today, when we look at the craziness going 
on in this country, we can see this progress. What we have going on now and I think 
what Jesus was seeing back then are the struggling breaths of a dying evil. Rights of 
women. Same gender love. Eradication of diseases. There are any number of signs 
that progress is being made. Hard to see them sometimes but it’s happening.  
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And that’s the message I want to leave you with today. As we enter into this first day of 
Advent, we do so knowing that we have reason for hope. Love will prevail. Regardless 
what you do to me, love will prevail. I can keep on fighting for justice and peace… with 
confidence… knowing that love will prevail. The increasing evil we see in the world is 
not a suggestion of defeat. It’s a sign that the end of our suffering is near. And that 
gives me hope.  
 
Amen 


