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Micah 5 2-4, 6 6-8 Sermon 
 
Good ole Micah 6:8. That’s like the UCC battle cry! We shout it from the ramparts we’ve 

constructed around our piety. “And what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to 

love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?” GOLD!!! We got it on bumper stickers, coffee 

cups, ink pens, mouse pads, everything. I even know a UCC preacher that has it tattooed on the 

back of his neck! Yep… we loves us some Micah 6 and 8. 

 

So, this should be an easy sermon, one would think. And I could very easily give you something 

that would make you all leave here feeling good about yourselves and your works. And believe 

me brothers and sisters, I want to do that. I want you to leave here today feeling good. But along 

with that good feeling I would be derelict in my duties as a modern-day prophet if I didn’t at least 

challenge you a bit. I am not living into my calling if I don’t at least try to stimulate your intellect 

along with your emotions. In other words, I want you to think. And I hope I pierce you a bit. And 

motivate you into action. Are you ready to walk with me? 

 

[Pray with me] 

 

Who was Micah? Micah was prophet… a seer… a teller… a voice sent to relay God’s truths to 

the people. The prophet’s job was to warn, to chastise and to offer comfort and reassurances. 

Unlike the scribes and priests and other religious leaders, who were mostly performing 

ceremonial and ritual duties, the prophet was supposedly a direct link to what God was thinking. 

And often what the prophet presented was what folks needed to hear but not what they wanted to 

hear. Well that’s Micah. 

 

Micah was a country prophet. He operated in a town about 23 miles outside of Jerusalem. He 

was a poor country prophet and was prophesying about social justice issues. Civil and human 

rights – which to Micah were the same as Godly rights. You see, Micah believed that it is God’s 

will that all will prosper and be in good health. And he believed that it is the responsibility of the 

rich and powerful to care for the poor and indigent. Those who can should help those who can’t. 

Those who have should help those who have not. It’s a simple arrangement and with it everyone 

gets what they need to survive and live as comfortably as possible. 
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But that’s not what was happening in Micah’s day. His day was filled with greed and lusts for 

power and wealth. People were blaspheming against God and not keeping the commandments. 

People were sinning and sinning in a big way, according to Micah. And they were forgetting about 

God. So, Micah had to tell folks about it. He warned them that if they didn’t change their ways, 

they and all that they hold dear will be destroyed. 

 

And while he offered the reassurance that God was still with them... God would still honor the 

covenant made with the people. He also let them know that because God is a just God there 

would still be consequences for their actions. The nation was about to be examined, and 

according to Micah, they were not going to pass. The Israelites… God’s chosen people… were in 

for some serious suffering if they kept on the way they were headed. 

 

I don’t know specifically what was going on in Micah’s time, but we can get some hints from his 

denouncements. He talks about the misuse of power. He talks about the amassing of wealth and 

the accumulation of stuff. The rich were getting richer while the poor were getting poorer. The so-

called leaders were corrupt, corruptible and corrupting. And the religious leaders were in on the 

deal. It was becoming an ‘every man for himself’ kinda world. Once you were born to poverty 

there was no way out. Regardless how skilled or talented or ambitious you were. The people 

were not being cared for in a just and compassionate way. The stranger was a target instead of 

being welcomed as commanded. No, we don’t know exactly what it was they were doing in Judah 

back then but looking around today, we can imagine. Bottom line the people were not living up to 

their side of our covenant with God. 

 

As a prophet, Micah spoke out against what he saw as contrary to God’s order. He called out the 

powers that be and stood up for the poor and vulnerable. Not because they were so much more 

righteous than the rich. Being poor don’t make you holy. You might have holes in your clothes… 

but that don’t make you Holy. No, Micah spoke up because what he saw happening was not right. 

What the people were doing… the way they were living… it was against God’s will and plan for 

the people. And because of it, ALL the people were going to suffer. 

 

The prophet Micah lived about 150 years before the Babylonian destruction of Jerusalem. He was 

in the kingdom of Judah and saw how they were turning away from their God. They were 



 
Page 3 of 6 

worshiping idols. They were seeking personal power and wealth. And they were willing to go after 

it with all ruthlessness and vigor. They didn’t care. It was all about ‘me and mine.’ Sure, on the 

surface things looked great. The market was up. Unemployment was down. People were eating. 

But there was an undercurrent. If you get down on the streets, you’d see that things weren’t as 

rosy as they tried to make them appear. The numbers they show you are up, but they aren’t really 

measuring the right things. Not the right way. Micah was calling that out. He was shining the light 

on the truth. He saw the evil that was being committed and the suffering it was causing, and he 

told them about it. Warned them to straighten up their ways or they would suffer for it. 

 

Does any of this sound familiar? No? Let’s fast forward a few thousand years to today. Have you 

been paying attention to the news? Evil yet thrives. People are still doing the same stuff today 

that they were doing in Micah’s day. Right here in the good ole US of A. A nation that Micah in his 

wildest dreams wouldn’t imagine. A nation under God. A Christian nation, I hear some folks call 

it… suggesting that we are living God’s commandments. But what’s really going on here? 

 

We have a nation that is more divided than ever before in history. We have people who are so 

strong in their convictions that they are willing to defend them by any means necessary. Unwilling 

to listen to any opposing viewpoints. Even when their assumptions are proven to be untrue, they 

chose to stick with them. Would rather believe a clear lie than consider a truth that might make 

them seem vulnerable. Everybody wants to be the victim. Everybody is at everybody’s throat. 

Afraid of each other. Meanwhile we are all suffering. 

 

We have leaders who are more interested in retaining their power than in doing what is right for 

the people they are supposed to represent. Some are so convinced that they are right, that they 

refuse to see the suffering that they are really causing. Others know they are lying to us but 

continue to do it because of the power they have over us. Fattening their pockets. Willing to lie, 

cheat and steal to get into power. Using our fears against us… to increase their own wealth and 

that of those in their small circles. 

 

And they aren’t trying to hide it. They are doing it boldly and right in front of us. And we let it 

happen. 
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We’ve created a world where those who dare to care have reached something they call, 

“compassion fatigue.” We grow weary of caring for others. Not because we don’t care. But 

because we are starting to feel as if we are called upon to care too much… too often. And I can 

understand it. I’m embarrassed to say that I am no longer surprised when I hear news about a 

mass shooting at some public place. I am no longer surprised when I hear about some person 

running a vehicle through a crowd of folks who don’t think like him. I am no longer surprised when 

I hear that someone is mailing explosive devices to people they perceive as their enemies. I am 

no longer surprised by death and war and the suffering it causes. It’s almost become expected. I 

am no longer surprised when I hear young people in the poor African American communities 

speaking of dying from gunshots or overdose as ‘dying of natural causes.’ I’m am no longer 

surprised. I am disgusted, I am angry, I am saddened, I am sorry, but I am no longer surprised. 

And I’ll be honest, sometimes I find it hard to care. It didn’t happen to me. It could, maybe. But it 

didn’t this time. So, I’m able to dismiss it and move on. And as such, I am complicit in this moral 

failing. I am just as guilty as the leaders I lambast. 

 

Now I want you to understand something and be very clear about it. I’m not condemning 

politicians or politics. They have their usefulness. I’m not condemning businesses or the pursuit of 

wealth. I own a small business and I’m praying that soon it will be a big business and make us 

lots of money. And I ain’t mad at you for having stuff. I like stuff. I want stuff too. But I ask you, 

where does all that fit in your life? How far would you go to acquire and keep it? There is a line. 

There is a limit and you have to decide where that is. But you have to decide it in community. You 

have to see what your actions and decisions are doing to and for the people around you. That’s 

our side of the covenant. That’s how we avoid the destruction Micah prophesies to his people. 

 

Yes family, we are living in a world much like Micah’s world. And we are heading towards the 

same fate as those of ancient Judah. Our world as we know it is heading towards destruction. We 

have forgotten our God and are worshiping idols. Idols like money. Idols like fame. Idols like the 

nation. Idols like a flag. And in doing this, we are breaking our side of the covenant with God. 

 

But God gives us a way out. Micah prophesies speak to us in God’s voice, “Do justice, love mercy 

and walk humbly with your God.” Or I like it the way the Message interpretation says it. Eugene 
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Peterson says, “It’s quite simple: Do what is fair and just to your neighbor, be compassionate and 

loyal in your love. And don’t take yourself too seriously— take God seriously.” 

 

Sisters and brothers… I want you to go home and think about this text. I want you to examine 

your life. I know sometimes we think we can fast and pray… we can work the soup kitchen and 

volunteer… we can be on every church committee and be in the building every time the doors are 

opened. We can obey all the rules we’ve made up over the centuries spelling out how to be 

Christian. We can sacrifice until we have nothing left. I’m sorry to tell you this and pray that it 

won’t cause you to change your practices. If you’re doing those things and they are helping you 

keep your faith, then by all means keep doing them. There is absolutely nothing wrong with being 

dedicated to the church and devout in your worship. A well-done liturgy is a wonderful thing. But 

I’m afraid that God really doesn’t care about that stuff. That’s what Micah is telling us in chapter 6. 

God doesn’t care. What God cares about is how we treat each other. What God cares about is 

how we treat the so-called “least of these.” That’s what’s important. If anybody is suffering in our 

community then we ALL should feel that pain with them and rally around relieving that pain. Stop 

blaming the victims. Even if they are complicit in their own demise this isn’t about placing blame. 

This is about survival of us as a people. This is about our Christian responsibilities. This is about 

reflecting God’s mercy and compassion. 

This is about love. 

 

“Do what is fair and just to your neighbor… be compassionate and loyal in your love… and don’t 

take yourself too seriously – take God seriously.” 

 

You do this, and I believe God will bless you with money. God will give you more favor and 

privilege than you have room enough to receive if you live these three things. People will give you 

power if they know that you care for them and will use that power to take care of them. Do this 

and you will live. Or continue down the path we are heading and ALL of us are going to suffer. 

 

Scripture says that the people of Judah did not heed Micah’s warning. And overtime his warning 

came to pass. Jerusalem was destroyed, and the people were taken into captivity. 
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Judah didn’t listen to Micah, but I pray you will hear me. My dad likes to say that there is no 

United Stated of America in the book of Revelations. He’s suggesting that we won’t be around as 

a nation in the final judgement. And while I disagree with his understanding of the book of 

Revelations, he’s right about one thing. If we keep going the way we are headed there will one 

day soon no longer be a USA. At least not the way we know it. We are at each other’s throats. 

We are refusing to listen to each other. We are refusing to care for those in need. We are on a 

path to destruction. 

 

I pray you hear me today, as a modern-day Micah. I pray you hear my words coming directly from 

God. We must turn. And those of us who have seen the light must share it. Yes, we should 

worship. Yes, we should pray. But we must also work. We must also vote. We must also 

organize. We must also stand up to those who willing cause ANYONE to suffer. Our questions 

should always start with ‘How can I help?” instead of, “What do they want now?” Am I being clear 

here? We have to change who and how we are. 

 

Okay prophet, I hear you. How do we change things? Micah tells us exactly what to do. 

 

“It’s quite simple: Do what is fair and just to your neighbor, be compassionate and loyal in your 

love. And don’t take yourself too seriously – take God seriously.” 

 

That’s it. 

Amen 


